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ment, but some limitations are inherent and unresolvable, and inferences will always be required. Although we conclude that the mixing of science and policy in risk assessment cannot be eliminated, we believe that most of the intrusions of policy can be identified and that a major contribution to the integrity of the risk assessment process would be the development of a procedure to ensure that the judgments made in risk assessments, and the underlying rationale for such judgments, are made explicit.
3* Two kinds of policy can potentially affect risk assessment;  that which is inherent in the assessment process itself and that which governs the selection of regulatory options* The latter, risk management policy, should not be allowed to control the former, risk assessment policy*
Risk management policy, by its very nature, must entail value judgments related to public perceptions of risk and to information on risks, benefits, and costs of control strategies for each substance considered for regulation. Such information varies from substance to substance, so the judgments made in risk management must be case-specific. If such case-specific considerations as a substance's economic importance, which are appropriate to risk management, influence the judgments made in the risk assessment process, the integrity of the risk assessment process will be seriously undermined. Even the perception that risk management considerations are influencing the conduct of risk assessment in an important way will cause the assessment and regulatory decisions based on them to lack credibility.
4. Risk assessment suffers from the current absence of a mechanism for addressing generic issues in isolation from specific risk management decisions.
Although the practice of risk assessment has progressed in recent years, there is currently no mechanism for stimulating and monitoring advances on generic questions in relevant scientific fields or for the timely dissemination of such information to risk assessors.
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